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A Narrative of dir George Rooke's late 
_ Voyage to the Mediterranean, Oc. 


My Lord, 


Have always taken Pleaſure to oblige you, bur 
never obey d you more willingly than on this So- 
lemn Occaſion, wherein you deſire to be better in- 
-form'd, than you ſeem to be from the Prints, of 
the Action and Iſſue of the late Naval Engage- 

ment in the Mediterranean. 

You may pleaſe then to be Inform'd, That in the Opi- 


nion of Candid and Diſintereſted Men; Seamen and others, 


there has hardly ever been a Sea Battel better, more fair- 
ly, and ſucceſsfully Fought than this; whether we conſi- 
der the Manner, with reſpe& to the Skill and Seamanſhip ; 
the Execution, with regard to the Gallantry and Perſeye- 
rance againſt ſuch Odds: and in a word, the Event, with 
relped to the Conſequences. | 
I might Preface my Letter with Remarks on the Beha- 
viour of a certain Faction, by whoſe Infuſion, and the 
Agency of their Emiſlaries, Sc. in all Publick Places and 
Aſſemblies ; this happy Action is treated with ſo much 
Spight and Detraction; that till their Diſcretion, Morals, 
and Condu*t ſhall furniſh me with better Arguments in 
their behalf, than they ſeem to adminiſter by their Pro- 
ceedings on this Occaſion, I ſhall think them beneath the 
Fayour of a Reflection, further than ſhortly to ſay, That! 
do them no Injury to conclude from theſe Appearances, 
| A 2 that 


5 


that ſuch Merit as I wou'd be thought here to commemo- 


rate, is not of their Growth, who can act ſo unaccountably. 


[ will therefore reſerve my Cenſure of ſuch perverſe (not 
to ſay pernicious) Practice, to a Time of more Leiſure to 
do them Juſtice ; and leaving them to their preſent Tranſ- 


ports on this Proſperous (and to them it ſeems Vexatious) 
Event, will proceed to the Matter of Fact of my Narrative; 


Remarkable Paſſages and Obſervations by the way. 

It is well enough known that Sir George Rooke was but 
poorly Mann'd when he Sail'd from Spithead; and 'tis as 
eaſy. to compute, that what by Death, Sickneſs, &c. af- 
ter ſo long keeping the Sea, his Compliment was much 
diminiſh'd before he came to Action; I may therefore fair- 
ly conclude that the Fleet which he Sail'd with (which was 
the Majority of the whole that Engag'd) was as weak in 
Men as the Enemy cou'd wiſh. And yet with this Fleer, 
Foul andDisfurniſh'd as it was, having been ſo long off of the 
Ground, and in want alſo of many needful Stores, Sir George 
Rooke,after he had ſafely Landed the King of Spain, ſail'd in- 
to the Mediterranean, and made ſeveral Attempts on the 
Coaſt of Spain; and did his utmoſt to intercept and 
fight the Count de I holouſe, whom he ſaw and Chac'd ſe- 
veral Days, purſuing them to their Port of Toulon. But 
the Enemy being to Windward, and'their Ships Clean, as 
being bur juſt come out of rhe Ocean, and refuſing the 
Challenge, tho manifeſtly Superior in Force, ply'd at length 
(do what we could) out of Danger. Whereupon Sir George 
Rooke left the Chace, and bore away, and being at length re- 
infore d by Sir Cloudeſiy Shovell's Squadron, he return'd in- 
to the Mediterranean; Where puriuant to the Opinion and 
Approbation of the Kings of Spain and Portugal to Attack 
the Enemy in Andaluſia, he immediately in proſecution: 
of thoſe Meaſures, Attempted and Took the ſtrong Town 
and Fortreſs of Gibraltar: An Acquiſition of fo great Re- 
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firſt e a Attention to ſome Previous and very 
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nown to Her Majeſty's NavalStrength in thoſe remote Seas; 
of ſo much Diſappointment and Mortification to the Spa- 
niards (who have always reckon'd that Place (as it truly is) 
one of the chief Keys of theKingdom), that ſhould they at- 
tempt to recover it in the preſent weak State of their Army, 
| concurring with the unlucky Circumſtances of the French 
' King's Affairs, from whom alone their Succours muſt come, 
| their Frontiers may by ſuch a Diverſion be ſo weaken'd 
; and expos'd, that there is fair probability that Her Maje- 
| ſty and Her Allies on that ſide may gather ſuch Fruit from 
s that Fortunate Action, as to think it well worth recording 
among the Articles of Praiſe and Thanks due thereby to 
the Merits of the Fleet; and therein principally and juſtly 
| to the Commander in Chief. For over and above the Bene- 
| fits have noted, as likely to accrue by that ſignal piece of 
Service; whoever ſhall weigh the ſame with Judgment and 
Impartiality, and hath but ever ſo little skill in Maritim 
Buſineſs; he will diſcern that as our Naval War ſtands (in 
this Conjuncture) circumſtanc'd, where the whole Warfare 
is likely to be Abroad, and our Fleets are to Act at ſo re- 
more a Diſtance; to Cruize alſo on an Enemy's Coaſt, with- 
out a Port to Friend for 4 or 500 Leagues together: I fay,, 
he who conſiders rightly, and views this Succeſs in. its- 
true Light, and beholds Gibraltar now in our Poſſeſſion, ſi- 
tuate as it were in the Center of our Buſineſs, in the very 
Narrow of the Streights Mouth, commanding from Shore 
' to Shore, and awing by our Cruizers all the Intercourſe 
f betwixt Eaſt- France and Cadiz, &c. all the Coaſting Trade 
; of both Nations, and-the whole French Navigation into- 
I and out of the Ocean : When it ſhall be remember'd like- 
wiſe, that by making it a Magazine for all our Naval 
Stores, our Fleets may there be Supply'd, Clean, Refit, 
Victual, &c. and be diſpatch'd without hardly ſtirring from 
their Station, which is the Life ofa Cruizing War; where 
our Sick and Wounded Men alſo may be commodiouſly” | 
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'emtertain'd.; v. here our Trading Ships likewiſe bound up 


may lye for a Wind, and may take Sanctuary alſo in times 
of Diſtreſs, either by Weather or the Enemy; and where 
all the Summer long, hich is the Seaſon of Action, when 
the Levant Winds blow almoſt conſtantly and with great- 
eſt Violence, Ships may ride and lye quiet as in a Calm: 


In a word, after J have enumerated theſe Adyantages ac- 


cruing by our Poſſeſſion of Gibraltar, and have told you 
that I do not talk at Random and withoutBook, but from my 
thorough Knowledge of thePlace; which I conceive too by 
the Additions the French have made to the Works of that 


Fortreſs, may with no exorbitant Expence be render'd Im- 


pregnable to any Enemy or Power on that ſide of the World, 
as being almoſt ſo already by Nature: On theſe Reflections, 
I ſay, one may do ſo much right at leaſt to the Wiſdom of 
human Councils and Foreſight, as to conclude, that there 
will hardly be a Queſtion, but thoſe Princes who are moſt 
nearly concern'd, will do their beſt to preſerve it; and 
where they ſhould fail, ſuch as are better able, and have a 
preſent and temporary Intereſt in the Profit and Honour of 
its Conſer vation, will contribute their part towards it. But 
to do further Right to this Paragraph of my Narrative; G7- 
braltar is, and ever has been deſervedly held to be a Place 
of that Value in the Eye and Eſtimation of the Spaniſh Na- 
tion, and of all the Maritim World, (witneſs Oliver Crom- 
well's fitting out a Fleet on purpoſe to attempt the taking 
ir) that the bare Diſcredir, abſtractedly conſider d, of lo- 


fing it to the Confederates, will be ſo great a Blemiſh to 


the Conduct, and ſuch a Mark of Impotence in the Prince 


in Poſſeſſion, and his Miniſtry, as to operate with good ef- 
fect on the doubting part of that People; and the taking it 


ſuch an Acquiſition on the Affections, Hopes, and Courage 
of the Partizans of the Houſe of Auſtria in that Kingdom, 
that I truſt, I ſhall not be thought impertinently to indulge 
my Zeal for the Honour of my Country, and the Deſert - 
| the 
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the Authors of ſo Reputabie an Action, if I allow that Inci- 
dent alſo its Weight, among the Ingredients of Merit which 
compoſe the Hiſtory of that Affair. Neither ſhou'd we in 
juſtice omit to note, That the Succels of that Memorable 
Attempt was evidently facilitated by a preyious and very 
fortunate Ad venture of Sir George Rooke's ; who Cruizing 
with a ſmall Squadron, (much too ſmall for one in hisPoſt) 
to look after and ſecure our Turkey Fleet, fell in with Two 
Galeons of 60 Guns each, and Two leſſer Ships, bound for 
Cadiz and Gibraltar, loaden with Cannon, and all Sorts of 
Ammunition and Military Stores, for the Supply and Re- 
inforcement of thoſe two Places. Nor wou'd it among ſo- 
ber and diſcerningJudges be thought Rhetorick rather than 
Logick, to attempt further to prove with the Evidence of a 
Demonſtration, 4 if this Diſcourſe wou'd admit of greater 
Length than I have aſſign'd it) that but for the Taking of 
Gibraltar there had been no Battel, and conſequently no 
Victory: For the Enemy had been without Reproach, and 
cou'd have fairly vaunted, That the French King's Fleet had. 
effectually perform'd (without bringing it to a doubtful 
Deciſion by Hoſtility) what they were ſent to Sea for; 
namely, to guard by the Reputation only and Terror of 
that Prince's Naval Power, his Catholick Majeſty's Coaſt. 
and Towns, fromthe Deſcents and Inſults of the Enemy; 
and to awe and confirm the People in their Obedience to 
their New King: But being diſarm'd by that SignalSuccels, 
of all pretence of Service or Merit on that Article, they 
knew no better Courſe whereby to recover their Credit, than 
to adventure a Battel ; wherein they reſolved wiſely, had 
they but acted as vigorouſly. For the Argument to fight, 
was, to recover their Credit, and the regaining of Gibral- 
tar; which, incaſe of Succeſs, muſt have been the conſe- 
quence. Their Motive was manifeſtly their great Superi- 
"rity in Strength, having Ten Three-Deck Ships at leaſt: 
more than we, and all the concurring Arguments of Incite- 
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ment which an Enemy cou'd wiſh ; ſuch as Fighting on 
their own Coaſt, the Remoteneſ of Ports and Succour to 
the Confederate Fleet, in caſe of adverſe Fortune; the Be- 
nefit alſo of ſuch a Number of Gallies as they had, of ſin- 
gular and known Uſe and Advantage in a Day of Battel 
in thoſe Seas; which I ſhail not forget to note in its due 
Place. 
As theſe, in ſhort, may be remember d among the many 
other Motives and Encouragements which the Enemy had 
to engage, and which would have blaſted them with Infa- 
my ſhou'd they have refus'd ; ſo neither ſhou'd we forget 
ro do Right to that ſuperior Skill and Fortitude of Her Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects on our ſide, who, under ſuch viſible Diſcou- 
ragements, could ſo deliberately reſolve, and gallantly de- 
termine, to ſurmount them. For over and above the great 
Diſadvantage of ſuch a ſuperior Strength, Sc. againſt them, 
of which both Parties were appriz'd, we on our parts were 
alſo conſcious of many Wants and Defects, which the Ene- 
my cou'd not ſo well know ; ſuch as our Fleets being fo 
thinly Mann'd, a great Deficiency alſo of Stores andProvi- 
ſions of all kinds, both Nayal and Military ; the one the 
Efle of a long Voyage, the other occaſion d by the great 
Expence of Ammunition on many Services, ſuch as Gibral- 
tar, Sc. the Foulneſs of our Ships alſo, (a great Hindrance 
in a Day of Battel) whereby they can neither purſue an 
Advantage, or avoid a Misfortune; neither chaſe with ef. 
fect, or, being chas'd, ſhun the danger; where they can- 
not keep their Station in the Line as they ought ; gain the 
Weather-gage when to Leeward, or keep it when to Wind- 
ward; and, ina word, where, tho' there might be other- 
wiſe a Parity of Strength and every other Circumſtance, if 
there be Sea-room for Fleets to work in, this ſingle Diſad- 
vantage to thoſe to whoſe Lot ſoever it falls, will, among 
knowing Men, be deem'd of weight enough to turn the 
Scale againſt them. Bur neither theſe Arguments of Dif- 
couragement, 
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couragement, and many other frowning Aſpects on ont 
Affairs in that Conjuncture, roo long to tell (which wou'd 


have juſtified the Enemy's Conduct to their Prince and 


their Countrey, and perhaps to any other Nation but 
ours, to have refus'd to Engage, had the Caſe been theirs) 
cou'd work any effect on our Councils of War in the Con- 
federate Fleet, where it was reſolv'd to ſeek out the Ene- 
my and fight them. But this in Truth (ſuch is the perni- 
cious Force of Faction) was a Reſolution in no ſort juſti- 
fiable, ſhould we leave out the Circumſtances of the Com- 
mander in Chief, in whom it was an Inſtance meerly of 
chuſing the leaſt of Two great Evils, namely, Whether 
to Engage with a Brave and Generous Enemy againſt ſuch 
Odds, with whom the better he ſhould Perform, the fair- 
er Quarter (in all Events) he was ſure to find: Or on the 
other hand, By refuſing (for Cauſes how juſtifiable ſoe ver 


by all the Rules of War and Wiſdom) to abide the Attacks 


of an unfair and mercileſs Enemy at Home ; with whom 
if every conſpicuous Degree of that irjur d Gentleman's 
Merit ſhall be made a Motive of their greater Deſpight and 
DetraQion (as Iam afraid is but too true, ) what leſs cou'd 
he apprehend from ſuch Injuſtice, (in caſe of any Failure 
or Misfortune, however Human or Contingent,) but to 
be Perſecuted with the utmoſt Bitterneſs and Barbarity 2 
But as if Victory were become of the Eſſence of this Au- 
ſpicious Reign, and Fortune captivated by the Virtues of 
an Excellent Queen; while the News and our Joy were 
freſh on the Occaſion of the Glorious Succeſs of Her Ma- 
jeſty's Arms by Land, under the Leading of that Incom- 
parable General the Duke of Marlborough, we are aſſured 
allo of a Signal Victory by Sea; which was ſo much the 
more ſo, by how much it was obtain'd under the Diſad- 
vantage of ſo many unpromiſing Appearances. 
I have ſeveral Letters and Journals now before me from 
Flags, Captains, Perſons allo of Diſtinction, and Inferior 
=» Offi. 
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Officers in the Fleet; among which diverſe Accounts there 
is nevertheleſs ſo perfect a Conſent in the Main, that it 
ſtamps the Facts therein related with ſo deep and broad an 
Impreſſion of Verity, that there is no withſtanding the 
Evidence: Wherefore briefly Collecting a few of the moſt 
notable Paſſages contain'd in thoſe Relations, and fair! 
and in few Words deſcanting thereon, it will, I truſt, appear 
to unprejudiced Judges, that Iefpouſe no Party in this Pa- 
per, nor Engage otherwiſe than in the Cauſe of Truth. 
Me are inform'd then from the ſaid Papers, Sc. That 

upon the gth of Auguſt, the Confederate Fleet ſtanding out 
of Tetuan-Bay, within ſight of the High- Land of Gibraltar, 

the Centurion made a Signal of ſeeing the Enemy's Fleet, 
as their Scouts alſo did of Ours; whereupon the Admiral 
drew the Fleet into a Line of Battel, and in that Poſture la 
to receive them, they being to Wind ward, the Wind at Eaſt: 
But it ſeems they did not think fit then to Engage, for 
Reaſons which I ſhall preſently explain. 

The Enemy then not Bearing down, gave the Confede- 
rate Fleet the leiſure to ſend for Half of their Marines, 
which had been left at Gibraltar, leaving the other Half 
with all the Officers of that whole Body, to keep Poſſeſ- 
ſion of that Place. The roth and 11th were ſpent in ply- 
ing to Windward, in purſuit of the Enemy, of whom they 
could have no other Account than what they cou'd gather 
by the Report of their Signal Guns: But on the 12th 
they ſaw them off of Malaga, and Bore after them ina Line 
all that Night, who in the mean time form'd themſelves like- 
wiſe, by the Aſſiſtance of their Gallies, into a Line of Battel. 

If it be demanded, Why the Enemy perſiſted to keep his 
Wind, and avoid coming to Blows all this while 2 It may be 
obſerv'd, that when they firſt ſaw the Confederate Fleet, 


they were without their Gallies, unleſs ſome few: But the | 


Rendezvous of thoſe Veſſels being appointed to be at Ve- 
lex Malaga, they ply'd up to that Place, where they found 
and joyn'd them. On. 


1 
On the 13th, the Wind being till Eaſterly, the Confe- 
derate Fleet ſeeing the Enemy to Leeward, Bore down to 
Attack them, who expected them in a Line of Bartel. 

On this Article therefore it may be fairly pronounc'd, 
That however diſcourag'd, from the Cauſes already noted, 
we had the Honour of being the Aggreſſors, bearing down 
and frankly Attacking the Enemy ; for being ſo far to 
Windward, it was in our Election to Fight or Refuſe. Nor 
wou'd I be thought out of Induſtry to make here an in- 
vidious Remark, if I were nor drawn to it by the French 
Vanity, who ſo very carefully and often in their Prints 
repeat the Words, Confederate Fleet, emphatically to ex- 
preſs the Greatneſs of the Power which they Oppos'd ; 
namely, the United Strength of the Two Nations; where- 
as in Truth, and which I think ſhould not be forgor, a 
Rear Admiral, with Six of the Dutch Ships, were by an 
Order of the States- General call'd away; where it is ob- 
ſervable too, that but Twelve only of their Ships were En- 
gag' d in this Action ; ſo that it may be with Freedom and 
Juſtice declar'd, that it was rather the Exgliſp than the 
Confederate Fleet which beat the Enemy. 

In the Van we are told, That the Enemy acted as out 
of Countenance on the firſt Charge, as appear'd by their 
edging from Sir Cloudeſly Shovell, after a few Broadſides; 
and in leſs than Four Hours were Beaten from their Poſt, 
and fairly ran away, and kept out of the reach of our 
Cannon. 

According to this Fact, if we conſider the Author and 
the Air of Truth with which he tells it, who will queſti- 
on but one Third Part at leaſt of the French Fleet was ſoon 
Beaten? 2s 

In the Center, where the Enemy's greateſt Strength lay, 
and who were much Stronger there than we, the Battel 
was hard, long, and obſtinately Fought ; where, if Sir 

George Rooke was viſibly Inferior in Force at the beginning, 
| B 2 ke 
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he became much leſs Match for the Count de Tholouſe to- 
wards the End of the Day, when ſeveral Ships of his 
Squadron withdrawing out of the Line, left the Enemy at 
greater Liberty to deal their Fire the more plentifully on 
him. Nor did they flip the Occaſion : Foy a Flag, eſpe- 


cially an Admiral) never loſes thoſe Marks of Reſpect and 


DiſtinCtion from a Civil Enemy, who even in paſſing will 
ever reſerve a Salute of a Broadſide for a Ship of Quali- 


ty. While our Admiral lay thus expos'd againſt fo great 


Odds (tho' he was very gallantly Aſſiſted and Suſtain'd 
by his Seconds, and thoſe who kept the Line near him); 
tis manifeſt that he obſtinately preſery'd his Station, en- 
deavouring always to be Abreaſt of the Count de Tholouſe ; 
which Poſt, how dearly ſoever Bought and Maintain'd(it be- 
ing his Duty, and the moſt Honourable) he therefore choſe 
and Supported to the laſt, however deſtitute of all Succors, 
but from his own Superior Conduct and Reſolution. 
While it will nor, I hope, be interpreted an affected Ex- 
aggcration of the Engliſh Fortitude and Seamanſhip, to ob- 


| ferve, that the Enemy, during the whole Action was con- 


ſtantly ſupply'd from their Flee? of Gallies (conſiſting of 
24 at the leaſt) (which waited on them, keeping cloſe un- 
der their Lee) with every needful thing, ſuch as freſh Men, 
Stores of all forts, Ammunition, Sc. Which was an Accel- 
ſion of Aid and Strength ſo remarkable, and of ſuch Con- 
{quence on ſo preſſing an Occaſion, that the French Fleet, 
thus circumſtanc d, might not be unfitly compar'd to a 
Town beſieg'd, and not being quite ſurrounded by the 
Enemies Works, has the benefit of a Gate open, whereby 
to be ſupported and ſupply'd from abroad with every thing 
neceſſary to their Defence. And yet this Service, great'as 
it was, was not the moſt conſpicuous which they receiv'd 
from ſuch a Fleet of Gallies: For of what uſe were they 
in forming their Line of Battel, and preſerving it entire, 
when they had not Wind to work their Ships? How ma- 
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ny diſabl'd Ships did they tow out of Danger, and con- 
ſequently prevented their failing into our Hands; and. 
bring into their Station again when they had ſtopp'd their 
Leaks, and refitted > How many Ships, when either be- 
calm'd, or by reaſon of their being cilabl'd in their Mails 
and Rigging, having loſt their Steerage-way, and lying 
expos'd to be rak'd fore and aft by our Cannon, were 
ſuccour'd, tow'd abqur, and reduc'd to a Fighting poſture 
again by thoſe Veſſels 2 How practicable was it for them, 
by the help of their Gallies, to tow their Fireſhips on 
board our maim'd Ships, which it ſeems, and was ſtrange, 
they had not Reſolution to attempt? And how impoſſible 
on the other hand was it for us to make uſe of ours with 
effect, from the certainty of their being intercepted by the 
way? How many Shot alto did our Ships receive from the. 
Caſhee Guns of their Gallies, which are Cannon of the 
largeſt ſize, and are always plac'd betwixt Wind and Wa- 
ter? In a word, to enumerate the Detail of the Advanta- 
ges which the Enemy enjoy'd from their Gallies, how rea- 
tonable and intelligible ſoever to competent Judges in Ma- 
ritim Buſineſs, might, I fear, ſeem to others leſs knowing, 
(which are much the majority) rather an Affectation ta 
write a Panegyrick on the Exg/iſh Gallantry, than a plain 
Narrative of Truths of Fact; ſuch as being faithfully de- 
liver'd and fairly apply'd, might enable the moſt vulgar 
Capacity to make a Judgment of the Merit and Behaviour: 
of the Combatants, and of the Event on this arduous, 
Occaſion. 

Let me therefore further briefly note, That the Ene- 
my out-number'd us in Men by at leaſt 15000, which. 
difference was two third parts of the whole Compliment 
of the Confederate Fleet: In Ships of Battery, namely, of 
Three Deck Ships, they exceeded us by Ten at leaſt; a Su- 
periority of ſuch mo nent, that allowing us to have beer 
on an equal foot in every thing elſe, was more than e- 

nough 


— 
2 peer * 
= 4 133 
1 


HE 
52 


e eee eee, Js 
r 


= . OO REI IS K _ — . 
— —— 0 4 c ba >» ? — * * n * — — PITS. — K — — N _ — 
—— — rr =P: At e - OPS ona. an e 277 * — 3A > EY 2 * ä 3 12 — — 
*% « rn by Bones f 1 2 > WC. RUN TOs ot 2 v I a he Atta R TT 8 
” 2 i l "ME . FA eee 1 a 4 HEALS ARE ̃¶ Ha wg WO  » n * 
GY — x — — 9 WR r e E * 2 : Ar 8 N = rr . L 0 _ urn Nenne 
* * . a = ee rr ns nn” En * 4 r * ö A : 
mY * p TI 1 3 5 1 - * — = Lee E 7 
4 - - ” - 


E FT 

nough to have given them the Victory. In Guns they 
exceeded us by computation 500 at leaſt, and theſe of 
the higheſt natures; an Inequality allo of no little Conſe. 
quence in ſuch a Fleet. | 

In a word, if this Tale be truly told, and the Ratioci- 
nation on the Circumſtances and Incidents in the main 
' thall appear found, perſpicuous, and unſtrain'd, what 
Judgment would a ſober knowing Man make of the Iſſue 
of a Battel to be Fought betwixt two Powers ſo unequally 
match'd 2 Could he Propheſie other than Confuſion and 
Deſtruction to that Party, who in deſpight of ſo many 
forbidding and foreboding Arguments to avoid an Engage- 
ment, ſhould nevertheleſs derermine, not only not to re- 
fuſe to Fight, but choſe to ſeek out and attempt the Ene- 
my? And if by the Computation which has been made, 
it would be thought very ſtrange if we were not beaten, 
how much ſhort of a Miracle would it be deem'd to win 
the Day 2 Which whether we did or no, may be ſeen by a 
few further Obſeryations. | 

[ take notice then from the Letters and Papers before 
me, that the Enemies whole Line edg'd away from the 

Engliſh Fleet from the beginning of the Bartel. 

What may be unaffectedly collected and judg'd from 
this Obſervation, is, that ſuch edging away was a plain 
Confeſſion of the ſuperior Mettle and Behaviour of the 
Confederate Fleet throughout the whole Line, which for- 
ced the Enemy to give Ground, and forſake the place of 
Battel ; which conſequently we poſſeſs'd, and which by 
Land would amount to the Reputation of a Victory. And 
tho? it ſhould have appear'd in every other Article to 
have been a drawn Buſineſs betwixt the two Fleets, this 
Ad vantage alone, had it fallen to the Enemies Lot, would 
in all probability have produc'd ſomething more than a 
bare Te Deum at Paris; ſince they can ſo mock the Truth 
of Divine Providence as to Celebrate that Service With a 
f Lie, 
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Lie, as it is plain they have cone for their Victory over 
the Confederate Fleet. l 

1 further obſerve, That aſter Sir Cloudeſiy Shovel had 
beat the Enemies Van, not only out of their Line, but 
out of the reach of his Cannon, he back d aſtern, and 
like a good and gallant Officer endeavour'd to reinforce 
the Admiral, who, by reaſon of ſeveral Ships retiring 
out of the Line of his Diviſion, had his Hands full e- 
nough. This Act, both of Mettle and good Scamanſhip, 
had two uſeful Effects; firſt it drew ſeveral of the Ene- 
mies Ships from our Center, (which was ſo hard preſs'd 
by a. great Superiority both of Strength and Number) 
and in ſhort drove them at length out of the Line; for af- 
ter they had felt the Force of this Supply from ſome of 
the Ships of Sir Cloudeſly Shovell's Diviſion, which were 
Aſtern of him, they found it not ſaſe to advance along 
his Broadſide, but being Clean and better Sailers, they 
ſet their Spritſails, and with their Boats ahead, Tow'd from 
him, without giving him the Opportunity of exchanging 
a ſingle Broadſide with them: Theſe were the Vice Ad- 
miral of the White, and the Rear Admiral of the White 
and Blue, and part of their Diviſions. Now till compe- 
tent Judges ſhall determine the difference betwixt Tow- 
ing and Standing away out of the Reach of our Cannon, 
and downright Running away ; I think I may ſafely abide 
by the latter Conſtruction. Nor do I think it worth a 
ſingle Remark in their Fayour, to have it ſaid, That they 
3 pelted at ſome of our ſmall Ships that were 
a-head. 
The Van, and part of thoſe Flags and Ships which com- 

poſed the Body of the French Fleet, we have ſeen De- 
feated; or if you pleaſe, Leaving, or Loſing, or being Dri- 
ven from their Station, and Shunning to Engage with any 
Ships of Countenance of the Confederate Line; which is 
Tantamount.. 


Let: 


(14) 

Let us now ſee what becomes of their Center, Fortify'd 
and Dignify'd as it was with the moſt and beſt Ships, the 
greateſt Officers for Quality, Experience, and Courage, 
plac'd as Counſellors to be near and aſſiſting to the young 
Admiral, who being the King's Favourite Son, there was 
nothing wanting to be ſure which Art,or Skill, or Power, 
could contribute to his Security, Conduct and Encou— 
ragement. Why truly he ſhar'd at length the like Fate with 
rhe reſt ; nor can it be gainſaid, (for J have the Teſtimo- 
ny of a Cloud of Witneſſes to vouch it) that (tho' to his 
Honour it was long firſt, but more to the Praiſe of his 
and their ſinzular Merit who compell'd him) he was ob- 
lig'd to tow out of Danger; and if ] may uſe the freedom 
to ſpeak out, left Sir George Rooke poſſeſs d of the Field of 
Battel. „ | 

The Rear of both Fleets pelted at one another ſome- 
what later, but Night coming on gave a Period to their 
Diſpute alſo. | | 
I have the Opinion likewiſe, of more than one great 
Officer for my Voucher, That had not the Center of the 
Confederate Line been ſo weaken'd by the loſs of the Ser- 
vice of thoſe Ships, which through the want of Ammu- 
nition were forc'd to leave their Station {tho' to their Ho- 
nour they ſtood long the Mark of the Enemy's Shot, when 
they had none or very few to Return them) the Count de 
Tholouſe had taken his leave much ſooner. 

If there ſhould remain room after what hath been deli- 
ver*d,to doubt of the Certainty of the Victory of the Con- 
federate Line, it may be preſum'd that the Sequel will ſuf- 
fice with fair Judges, to vindicate that Truth. For the 
next Day the Wind coming about Weſterly, the Enemy 
had the Weathergage , when it was purely and only in 
their Election to have renew'd the Diſpute, being not 
above a League off, and were expected by the Confederates 
in a Line of Battel. But far from intending to Engage, 
[7 they 
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they tow'd all their lame and diſabled Ships to Wind- 
ward, and plying away with their whole Fleet from us, 
were before Night got near Three Leagues off. The 
next morning, which was the 15th, it was a dead Calm; 
but before Noon the Wind ſpringing up Eaſterly, the 
Admiral made Sail, bearing down in a Line towards the 
Enemy, who edg'd away as faſt as their lame Ships 
wou'd give them leave, preferving, as well as they cou'd, 
their Line of Battel: But deſpairing of getting ſo near 
them, as to be able to renew the Engagement before it 
was Night, they being Two Leagues off at Four aClock, 
he brought to; which the Enemy obſerving, did the like, 


| rowing in and covering their diſabled Ships. 


In this Poſture the Confederate Fleet lay the whole 
Night, in full perſuaſion that the Enemy (by the Coun- 
tenance they made) wou'd have kept alſo their Station; 
but the Levant freſhning, it ſeems ( as it was afterwards 
found) they had ply'd away to the Eaſtward all Night; 
for in the Morning they were neither to be diſcover'd by 
our Fleet nor our Scouts, which were ſent out on all 
Quarters. . 

The ſtrongeſt Conjecture that could be made of this 
precipitate Motion of the Enemy, was, That they had 


| ſtood through the Narrow, with a Deſign to gain the 


Port of Cadiz: But perhaps they were aware, that we 
being ſo near them, might prevent their gerting ſafely 
above the Puntals, which wou'd take up ſome time to 
compaſs: And they were in the right; for they would 
thereby have run the hazard of being attack d in the 
Bay of Bulls , or Cadiz, with advantage; which they 
knew too was not impracticable; for it had been ſome 
Months before- determin'd in a Council of War in the 
Confederate Fleet, to have attempted them there, had 
they chanc'd to find them in that Station, where ſome 
Advices ſaid they were: Wherefore they ated a more 
: C ſafe 
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fafe and prudent part, by plying to Windward; by which 


means they were ſure to keep clear of us. 
The Enemy thus diſappearing, 'it was ( as hath been 
noted ) the general Opinion then, that they had taken 


the benefit of the Levant Wind to carry them to the Weſt. 


ward: Wherefore it was reſolv'd to return to Gibraltar, 
wnere the Acquiſition of that excellent Poſt, gave us 
the firſt and moſt ſeaſonable Inſtance of its Uſefulneſs ; 
for we muſt otherwiſe have kept the Sea, without a Port 
to friend, till our Arrival at Lisbon at the neareſt. 

The Confederate Fleet remain'd at Gzbraltar a Week, 
in fight of the Marquis de Villadarias in his Camp (where 
they were aſſur d of their Miſtake, and that the Enemy 
had not gone that way ; and therefore then concluded, 


and not till then, that they had ply'd to Windward to 


gain their own Ports.) Here Sir George Rooke, Sc. re- 
main'd at their eaſe to Refreſh and Refir, and be enabled 
to purſue their Voyage to England; where they had alto 


an opportunity of confronting the falſe Reports of the 


Enemy, who had ſpread it along the Coaſt of Spain, 


That the Confederate Fleet was beaten, and halt de- 


ſtroy'd ; from whence alto the Count de Tholouſe might 
have been inform'd where we were ; who had he been 


able or willing, had a fair opportunity to have attack'd 
us with Advantage. This Incident therefore I take to 


be another Teſtimony of their having been well beaten. 
And if we may compute from their own Papers, where- 
in they record ſo many Perſons of Diſtinction in their 


Fleet to be kill'd and wounded, and compare that Loſs 


with ours of Men of the like fort; conſidering too how 
well Mann'd they were (the Count de Tholouſe himſelf 


having no leſs than Fourteen Hundred Men in his own 


Ship) it would be no extravagant Reckoning, to believe 


their Loſs of Private Men to be Fourfold at leaſt greater 


than the Confederates. | 
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The Enemy being thus plainly beaten out of the Sea, 
and ſeeking Sanctuary in their own Ports, while their 
Prints and Gainſayers, which may be deem'd to be tbe 
Loſers, have leave to ſpeak their pleaſure to the con- 
trary ; I take notice, that while Sir George *Rooke re- 
main'd at Gibraltar, he kept out his Cruizers, which ſtood 
as high up as Cape Malaga, without gaining the leaſt In- 
telligence of the Enemy; and after he had Refitted, and 
ſuccour d and ſupply d that Place with Men, Proviſion 
of Victuals, and ſuch Stores of War as the Fleet af- 
forded ; leaving alſo a good Squadron under the Com- 
mand of Sir John Leake to Cruize in thoſe Seas, he made 
the beſt of his way home, and as we are told, is arriv'd 
at Spithead, without the Loſs of a ſingle Ship in th 
whole Courſe of his Long Voyage. 1 8 


Having thus far endeayour'd to gratify your Lord- 
ſhip with the moſt exact Accounts I have been able to 
gather; with ſome Obſervations by the way, from Let- 
ters, Journals, and Diſcourſe, of the Tranſactions of 
this Naval Campaign; I ſhall briefly (as I may be able) 
. reſolve ſome few of the chief Queries of your Lordſhip's, 

concerning the whole Conduct of the Voyage, Oc. For 
there are ſome which for their Nature are too great for a 
Private Man to meddle in, and others too difficult for 


my Skill to determine. For your Lordſhip has ask'd 


Queſtions, and form'd Objections ſo jult and curious, 
that to be well anſwer'd wou'd amount to a Crzzick on 
the whole Proceeding at Home and Abroad. 


You obſerve, that the French, and all Foreign Prints 
from December laſt agree, That the Enemy were Equip- 
ping and Fitting our their whole Naval Force, both at 
Toulon and in the Ocean; and that the moſt moderate 
made them to amount to Sixty Sail of the Line; that 

C 2 theſe, 
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theſe, when joyn'd, were to compoſe a Fleet for the en- 
ſuing Summer's Service; but whether in the Ocean or 


Mediterranean remain'd doubtful. Your Lordſhip further 
ſays, Thar it is well known, to what a Formidable 
Strength the French Naval Force is grown ; having at this 
day no leſs than Thirty Three-Deck Ships in their Na- 
vy; which, for Quality, Strength, and excellent Built, 
do equal, if not ſurpaſs, all other Nations, the Exgliſb 


not excepted. On this Intelligence and Obſeryation, you 


form this Query, viz. How it came to paſs that Sir George 
Rooke ſail'd from England with ſo ſmall a Fleet, and with 
ſo few Three-Deck Ships; who, early or late, either in 
the Ocean or Mediterranean, might be morally certain to 
have to do with the Enemy; who having ſo many Capi- 
tal or Three-Deck Ships, as wiſely knowing their Worth 
in a Line of Battel, and of which the Count de Tholouſe 
gave a good Inſtance, by turning out the Intendant ar 
Toulon, for not having more of that Sort ready when 
he arrivd >? Nor cou'd they be thought to act ſo in- 
conſiſtently, as, 'when they had fitred them for the 
Sea, to leave them at home, when they had a De- 
ſign of that Magnitude in their View, as the Keep- 
ing and Confirming the Poſſeſſion of Spain, (their 
Darling Acquiſition) and conſequently the Spaniſh In- 
dies, to their New King. 

To this I anſwer, by way of Apology, and accord- 
ing to Appearances, (for I am not privy to any Coun- 
ſels or Debates) Thiar, in the firſt place, Sir George 
Rooke was going a Winter's Voyage, his Buſineſs at that 


time being no other than ro Tranſport the King of 


Spain into Portugal : Nor was the Fleet with which 
he Sail'd, beneath the Dignity of the Service on which 
he went: For to adventure ſuch a Fleet into the O- 
cean at that Seaſon, will, I am perſuaded, be deem'd 
dy knowing and thinking Men, a paſlionate and mag- 
; : nificent 
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nificent Expreſſion of Her Majeſty's Friendſhip. Tis 
rrue, the Ship which Sir George Rooke commanded, and 
where the King was, tho' She had Three Decks, was 


Inferior in every reſpect to moſt of her Rank or Rate; 


but She was choſen for the ſake of her Name, in 
Compliment perhaps to Queen Catherine, our Queen 


Dowager, and preſent Regent of Portugal. She was 
alſo under-gunn'd, her Lower Tire being but 24. 


Pounders ; but She became by that means ſo much 


the more jocund and wholſome in the Sea; whereby 


the King was carry'd better at his Eaſe ; for they ex- 
pected in their Voyage outward-bound, to have little 
other Occaſion for their Guns, but in Salutes : Nor 
do I make any difficulty, to think your Lordfhip judges 


_ juſtly, when you ſay, You cannot believe that Sir 
George ever expected to fight a Battel in that Ship. 


Wherefore, your Demand goes further, requiring a 


Reaſon, why, when it was thought fit to reinforce 
Sir George Rooke s Fleet, to oppoſe ſo great a Power as 
was known to be forming againſt him; was not Sir 


Cloudeſly Shovell fent with Better and more Proper 
Ships, and greater Force? Why not the Sovereign, Or 
Britannia, or Both, and more Second Rates, to be 
a Match in a Line of Battel ; that is to ſay, to have 
an equal Battery or Number of Guns in the ſame 


Length of the Line, to encounter the great Ships of 
the Enemies: For there was no room left for doubt 
at that time, but one Third Part of their Fleet at 


leaſt, wou'd conſiſt of Ships of that Sort. You ſay 


alſo, that there was nothing then to fear from the: 


Enemy in the Channel ; and the Prize for which they 


were likely to contend, was, in effect, no leſs than. 
the whole Sy9anz/þ Monarchy.; and conſequently the 

Succeſs and Event likely to be of the greateſt moment 
| * 
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of any that has been diſputed at Sea, ſince the Bat- 
rel of Actium, which is above Seventeen Hundred 
Years ago. | : 

To this Part of your Lordſhip's Queſtion, I will 
give the beſt Anſwer I can. In order co which, 1 
think, it may be fairly firſt ask d, Whether or no Sir 
George Rooke demanded other Ships, and a better Re- 
inforcement, than what he knew was coming out with 
Sir Cloudeſiy Shovel? If he did not, and found the 
Want of them when he came to Action, it ſhou'd 
ſeem to me an Omiſſion; for which, however, he may 
be ſaid ro have ſufficiently atton'd by his Behaviour 
(tho! well reprovd for his Miſtake) in the Day of 
Batrel. But if he demanded better Supplies, and other 
Ships than thoſe which were ſent him, I can readily 
yield my belief, that there ſeem'd to be better Rea- 
ſons given, (if it came to be the Subject of a De- 
1 bate) why he was not, than why he ought to have 
YN been better Supply'd. And while Matters of State 
of that Magnitude are too deep for me to wade. in, 
I will conclude this Article, by adventuring for once 
to utter a Bold Truth, but no more than what oc- 
curs to every obſerving Man to know; That, let it 
have been by whoſe Counſel it will, which prevail'd to 
have that Affair decreed as it was, and let the Iſſue have 
been never ſo Fatal; I can moſt readily conſent, that he 
or they, be they few or many who gave it, ſpoke from 
their Hearts, and ated Honeſtly and Sincerely therein: 
Nor wou'd I have One or Ten Engliſhmen ſuffer Reproach 
for the Guilt of a whole Nation ; ro whom it is given 
(the Frailty of a proud and over-weening People) ne- 
ver to be perſwaded but they are too ſtrong, till they 
are beaten into a Belicf, that they are too weak for 
an Enemy. ee | 
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Your Lordſhip's next Demand, is, Why we did not 
fight the Enemy nearer than Half Cannon Shot off > 
To this Queſtion, Sir George Rooke's Letter, which is 
printed, gives the beſt Anſwer: To which. I preſume 


to add, what I have alſo learn'd from good Authori- 


ty; That the Admirals General Orders were, not 
to fire till they came within Piſtol-Shot of the Ene- 
my ; who, it ſeems, obſerving (or thinking they did) 
fome Movements in our Van, which gave them hopes 
of Weathering a good Part of our Line; inſtead, 
therefore, of ſtaying to receive us, their whole Fleet 
filld at once, by a General Signal from the Count 
de Tholouſe ; and endeavour'd (as being clean, and 
conſequently out-ſailing us) by ſtretching a-head, to 
hit that ſeeming Blot: Of which Sir George Rooke be- 
ing wiſely aware, challeng'd the French Admiral by a 
Gun or Two out of his Chace to ſtay for him; 
which he not regarding, gave that early Occaſion for 
the Signal of Bartel ; which was the ſingle and evi- 
dent Cauſe for beginning the Engagement at that Di- 
ſtance ; though during the Action they were often with- 
in Piſtol-ſhor, and ſometimes Board and Board. This 
wiſe and ready Step of the Admiral, had the good ef- 
fet of fruſtrating the Enemy's Purpoſe , by obliging 
them to ſurceaſe that Purſuir, and betake them to their 
Defence. And here I might appeal to Seamen, who on- 
ly are competent Judges, and will therefore be able to 
determine whether the Enemy or no was fought near 
enough; when it is moſt certain that there ſcarce came 
a Shot into the Admiral's Ship and his Seconds, Sc. 


(many of which were 42 Pounders ) which did not go 


through and through ; which in the Science of Gunnery 
is always call'd Point-blank diſtance. But, by conſult- 
ing the Papers and Accounts before me, it appears moſt: 

evident, 


C207 


evident, That in the Proſecution of the Battel, the Ene- 
my would never permit the Confederate Fleet to fight 
them ſo near however, as they were always willing, 


bur conſtantly cdg'd away, the harder they were 
preſs d. | | | 


Your Lordſhip next requires a Reaſon for our Fleet's 


* 


Want of Ammunition towards the end of the Day. On 


which Article you animadvert judiciouſly, but ſeverely; 


inſomuch that I cannot reſolve you fully, with that Be- 


cency which becomes me. For if I were diſpos'd to ex- 
aggerate at all, I ſhould chuſe to do it on the Subject of 
their Praiſe (which indeed ſurpaſſes all Exaggeration) 
who by their incomparable Skill and Manhood cou'd 
wreſt Victory out of ſo many Difficulties and Impedi- 
ments in their way; whereof that was one. Where- 
fore let him, whoſoever he may be, if a Man of Know- 


ledge eſpecially, who ſhou'd be diſpos'd to cenſure that 


Accident with Aggravation, lay firſt his Hand on his 
own Heart, and reſolye if he wou'd not have been proud 
of the Imputation of being found in want of Ammuni- 
tion, after the Expence of Sixty Broadſides, in a conti- 


nual Battery againſt an Enemy ſo much more than his 


Match in Force, for Nine Hours together. Nor need 
I ſcruple to ſay, on the Subject of this Queſtion, That 
if there ſhou'd be found a Man of a Mind perverſe 
enough to be biaſs'd to another Opinion, I ſhou'd be 
inclin'd to think, That had he been in place ( whatever 
other Virtues he might want) wou'd be found Sup- 
ply*'d with Diſcretion enough at leaſt to have Powder 
and Ball to ſpare; or otherwiſe to obviate the Want of 
it, by a wiſer way than our preſent Combatants knew. 


But my Lord, leſt my Letter ſhou'd ſwell to a Book, 


I will reſerve my Anſwers to many of your excellent 
Queſtions, to the Opportunity (which I hope ſoon to en- 


Joy ) 
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joy ) of Kiſſing your Hands. Wherefore making brief 
mention only of ſome Matters fit to be remember, 
which cou'd not ſo well ſtand in the Narrative, I will 
put an end to your preſent Trouble. | | 

It ſeems worth noting, That the French Papers lay 
very emphatically the Uſe of Bombs to the Confede- 
rates Charge, during the Battel ; when, tis moſt cer- 
tainly a Fable; all our Bomb-Veſlels being left at Gz- 
braltar. Wherefore, if, according to their Acounts, ſe- 
veral of their Chief Ships were diſorder'd, and driven 
our of the Line, by a bare Apparition of thoſe Terrible 
Machines; what may it be deem'd they wou'd have done, 
(tho of no manner of uſe) had they been really and truly 
there? But while ſuchTrifling may be reckon d among their 
lame Excuſes for Running away, it is a true Evi- 
dence, however, under their own Hands, that they 
did ſo, and therefore it is no Injury to record it. 

It may be further remark'd, That among the Ac- 
counts which they publiih, for their keeping the Wind, 
and plying to the Eaſtward after the Bartel , which is 
equally Slight and Fabulous; was, to find out and 
attack our 7urkey Fleet; being willing to have it un- 
derſtood, that we had been forc'd to deſert them, and 
leave them to the Mercy of the Enemy. Burt the 
knowing World will judge as they ought of ſuch fri- 
volous Falſhoods; who are enough appriz'd, that 
neither We, nor the Dutch, have at this day any ſuch 
Fleet, nor one ſingle Man of War, in the Mediter- 
ranean ; unleſs Sir John Leate be gone thither ; and 
that Monſieur de Tholouſe did not remain ( as their 
Gazettes pretend) Maſter of the Field of Battel, bur 
was Sail'd rather to ſeek Safety and Sanctuary, than 

* Purchaſe. Had it been otherwiſe, his Honour, and 
his Duty, wou'd have ſent him on another Errand, 
more for the Reputation and Seryice of his Prince. 

| Who 
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Who will not therefore be diſpss'd, from this Obſer- 
vation allo, to conclude, Thar the French Fleet, by 
making the beſt of their way Home, was beaten in- 
to that Relolution? But why ſhould I be thought 
to ſtrain my Subject, with gathering more Proofs of 
= Certainty of the Victory of the Confederate 
Fleet ? 


I come now, laſtly and briefly, my Lord, to thoſe 
few General Queries which your Lordſhip makes; be. 
ing ſuch as ſeem to be ſuggeſted to you, from your 
judicious Remarks on the whole Series of the Con- 
federates Proceedings; which I ſhall refolve, as I may 
be able ; conſcious the while of my Inſufficiency to 
pleaſe you ; who wanting no Penetration in the Sub- 
ject- Matter, as having convers'd in the Sea, and are 


fo delighted with the Converſation of Seamen; that 


I almoſt doubt, you ask Queſtions rather to poſe 


me, than to be inform'd your ſelf, Firſt, you demand, 


Why Three-Deck Ships are become ſo much in Vogue? 
And ask, If a Two-Deck Ship of 80 Guns be other- 
wiſe of leſs Value, than a Three-Deck Ship of 90 
or 100, than what may be computed ſingly and 
meerly from their different Force; namely, the Num- 


ber of their Guns > To which I anſwer , That, I 


conceive, it is not in the Power of Art to make a 
good 80 Gun Two-Deck Ship; while every Clumſy 
Artiſt, with a ſmall Share of Judgment, can build a 


good Three-Deck Ship. Wherefore, not to enter too 


far into the Reaſons, in this place, I obſerve, That 
a great Two-Deck Ship, ſuch as have been of late 
introduc'd in the Navy, is in Fact, a Maſterleſs, Un- 
wholſome, and Labourſome Beaſt ; which works and 
racks her ſelf to pieces in the Sea, and ſo much the 
more, the heavier Guns She carries : While a == 

| | Deck. 
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Deck Ship, of the very fame Dimenſions, is Whol- 
ſom, Governable, and Eaſy ; makes much fairer Wea- 
ther in a Storm, is quieter at an Anchor, can carry 
more and heavier Cannon ; fight more at her Eaſe, 
and with more Security to the Men; and' is conſe- 
quently ſo much a better Man of War: All which 
good Qualities, are obtain'd purely by the Addition 
of a Deck. A Two-Deck Ship, in time of warm 
and cloſe Action, which carries the better Half of 
her Force aloft; has not only her Men ſo much the 
more expos'd to Small Shot; but, what with the 
Fragments of Ropes, Rigging, Blocks, Splinters of 
Maſts and Yards, &c. which fall from over-head by 
the Enemies Shot, their Guns on the Upper-Deck , 
Sc. are ſo peſter'd and incumber'd, and the Men fo 
hinder'd and diſcourag'd in their Buſineſs, that they 
can neither work their Ship, nor ply their Guns as 
they ought ; which are by that means often become uſe- 
leſs in the greateſt Heat of Action: All which Evils, 
I fay, are redreſs'd, or not ſo much felt in a Three-Deck 
Ship. To which add, (which is no ſmall Article in our 
Naval Expence and Oeconomy ) That the ſame Ship 
with Three Decks; vzz. a Ship of the ſame Size for 
length and breadth with one of Two Decks ; does with 
all rheſe Superior Qualities, Sail and Subſiſt in the. Na- 
vy with the ſame Charge of Wear and Tear to the Pub- 
lick, with the other ; or the Difference is ſo ſmall as 
not to be worth the mention. If a few more of ſuch 
Ships as theſe then were wanting ro compleat our Ad- 
vantage, (as able Judges who were in the Action 
think) and the Enemy eſcap'd away as they did, with- 
out any viſible or great Loſs of their Ships, &c. (which 
is no eſſential Ingredient in the Certainty of Victory); 
While we may ask leave without Offence therefore to 
regret the want of ſuch a Reinforcement, we may be 
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bold to take it with aſſurance, to recommend the Be- 
haviour of Her Majeſty's Subjects, who could purchaſe 
ſuch Honour to Her Naval Power at that remote Di- 
ſtance as to beat ſo Strong, not to ſay Inſolent an Enemy, 
with the greateſt part of her Great or Three-Deck Ships 
laid up at home in her Ports or her Docks. D 
Your Lordſhip next demands my Opinion about the 
Nature of our Cannon now in uſe in the Navy. To 
which I anſwer, That of late (I cannot conjecture why) 
we have fallen into the Uſe of Cannon of Foreign kinds, 
ſuch as 24 Pounders, 12 Pounders, and the like ; which 
are not of the Engliſb Natures; ours being all ſuperior, 
cr above the Cannon of other Nations, according to 
their reſpective degrees: For our Cannon. Royal, or 
whole Cannon, carry a Ball of 63 Pound, but the 
French whole Cannon riſe no higher than to carry a Ball 
of 42 Pound, which we call Cannon of Seven, or Ba- 
ſtard Cannon. Our Demi. Cannon carry a 32 Pound 
Ball; the French Demi - Cannon is no higher than a 24 
Pounder, and ſo in proportion downward. Since our Great 
or Three-Deck Ships therefore are or may be made the 
ſtrongeſt and beſt Men of War in the World; we hay- 
ing much the beſt Materials for that Uſe, why alſo 
ſhou'd they not carry Cannon of Size in proportion to 
their ability to bear, and thereby ſurpaſs our Neighbours 
in both, as by Ancient Eſtabliſhment was provided > 
Nor do I believe that it is beyond the Memory of Man, 
when the Royal Sovereign in her old Built, had ſome 
Whole or Cannon-Royal , viz. of 63 Pound Ball, on 
her Lower Gun Deck. I confeſs I was long unteſolv'd 
betwixt the uſe of Cannon of Seven , and our Demi- 
Cannon, for the Lower Gun Decks of our great Ships: 
But when I was aſſur'd that the French us d Cannon of 
Seven, I thought the Queſtion was then out of fight. 
bor to think that a Two-Deck Ship, in a conſtant Bat- 


tery, 


tery, fighting at a due diſtance in a Line of Battel, is a 
Match for a Three-Deck Ship; or that a Ship carrying 
ſmaller Guns, can equal another of higher Natures, is 
to maintain a Paradox, which no judicious Man, 
how brave ſoever, wou'd be able to prove. And yer 
perhaps ſome of our inferior Second Rates wou'd be 
eaſier in the Sea and at an Anchor, to be Gunn'd with 
Demi-Cannon on the Lower Deck, at leaft Afore the 
Maſt. Nor are we perhaps enough aware, that tis not 
ſo much the Smartneſs of the Gun, (as the Term 
is.) but the Weight of the Ball, which performs the 
Effect, carries it through and through, and does the 
Execution. 24 Pounders, of which we ſeem of late to 
be ſo fond, are, tis true, a yare and nimble fort of Guns; 
but they were made and invented for Men worſe fed and: 
paid, and of leſs Strength and Mettle to manage, than: 
the Seamen of the Engliſb Fleet: Wherefore let Engliſh: 
Men ply Engliſh Guns. But they are a Reaching Gun, 
as they call it: Which I can alſo frankly allow; bur 
| ſhou'd be ſorry the while to ſee Engliſhmen make choice 
of: Guns for that Virtue's ſake, unleſs in their Chace, 
leſt they ſhou'd thereby (for Vice is catching) be taught 
to fight at a Reaching, that is, at too great, a Diſtance z: 
which was not wont to be their Cuſtom, and I hope ne- 
ver to ſee it prevail. | | 
_-Bur''tis ſaid, That Cannon of Seven drop their Ball. 
much too ſoon, and you cannot always fight an Enemy. 
at your own diſtance. This alſo I can conſent to, as: 
having my ſelf obſery'd it: But this Evil has an eaſy Re- 
medy, our Cannon of Seven being Two Foot at leaſt too 
Mort throughout the whole Navy; wherefore let:thembe: 
caſt longer, and they will reach further; for there is no: 
want of Room on the Lower Gun Deck. of..a great Ship: 
ta houſe thems 14 | 48 
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— But my Lord, while Fam led by your Lordſhip's pro- 
fitable and Manly Enquities into the Noble Subject of 
the Artillery of the Navy-Royal of England, I wou d 


not loſe the opportunity of revealing to you a ſolemn 


Wiſh of mine on this Argument, and which J have lon 
harbour'd ; namely, To ſee all our Three-Deck Ships 
mounted with Brats Cannon. The Charge wou'd not be 
very great, but the Benefit unſpeakable ; both for the 
Eaſe of the Ships, Quickneſs of Fire, and Safety of the 
Men; Braſs Cannon being lighter for the Seamen ro 
work, and for the Ships to carry; ſafer than Iron, as not 
flying and breaking in pieces when hot with quick firing, 
as the others are apt to do; and may conſequently be 
us d longer, viz. when their Metal is more heated than 
Iron, Wherefore much fitter for Service. Braſs Cannon 
are alſo more durable, as not ruſting and decaying as 
Iron Guns do, which in Thirty or Forty Years grow uſe- 
leſs, and the Metal of little worth; while Brafs Guns, 
when made by any Accident unſerviceable, may be re- 

caſt out of the ſame Metal, Oc. | 
In Concluſion ; It ſhould be the Subject of every hear- 
ty Engliſbman's Sorrow, to ſee a Neighbour-Prince out- 
do us, as, I fear, he does, in fo many Noble, Naval De- 
ſigns and Performances; and, among the reſt, in this of 
Mounting his Great Ships with Braſs Guns. God in his 
Mercy grant, if it does not alarm us, that ſuch a Peal of 
French Cannon at Sea, proves not a Knell to the Glory, 
Honour, and Safety of the Engliſh Navy and Nation: 
Who, while we are Cultivating with fomuch Vaniry and 
Profuſion, our Gardens and Seats of Pleaſure ; while we 
live with ſuch Sloth, Luxury, and Expence ; leave thoſe 
Means, which are to a Demonſtration in our Power, un- 
improv'd ; whereby to inſure the Poſſeſſion, not of our 
Superfluities, but our Liberty, Cc. For ought I know, 
it were well worth the Loſs of a Battel at Sea, to awa- 
ken 


( 29) rn 


ken us, who are not ſo apt as other Nations to diſcern 
Danger at its true diſtance : Were it otherwite, we ſhou'd 
long e're this have obviated an Evil of ſuch a Magnitude 
ſo impending; and not, to our Reproach, ſufter our 
| ſelves to be at this day Brav'd (not to ſay Terrify'd) by 

a Prince and Nation at Sea, who, within the Memory 
of Men now living, had not a Man of War of their own 
in the World. We ſhou'd not, however, deſpair , but 
ſuch a Spur, ſharpen'd too with the Senſe of our Peril, 
may incite in us at length an Equal, or Greater, Ardor 
and Sollicitude for our Preſervation, on our Part, than 
appears to Tranſport that Aſpiring Monarch in the Purſuit 
of Vain-glory and Ambition, on his; nor is it by boaſt- 
ing and over-weening, but exerting of our Power , 
which muſt ſave us. The Dignity of the Flag, and Do- 
minion of the Narrow Seas, being no otherwiſe to be 
maintain'd, than by the exerciſe of the ſame Virtue by 
which they were acquir'd. I am, 


London, Septem- 

ber, 1704. = 

Your Lordſbip's moſt Humble 
and Obedient Servant. 


